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is lightly massaged with the tip of the finger, in order to
disperse the tuberculin throughout the sac. The other eye is left
as a control.

A positive reaction is elicited between the sixth and twelfth hour
after instillation, and consists in congestion of the conjunctiva,
lachrymation, oedema of the eyelid and of the nictitating mem-
brane. Later (between the twelfth and twenty-fourth hour), these
symptoms are accompanied by a muco-purulent discharge. The
result of the test is conveniently read at the twenty-fourth hour.

The period of reaction varies from one to three or four days.
A catarrhal conjunctivitis, accompanied only by lachrymation,
does not constitute a positive reaction.

The severity of the reaction is no criterion of the extent of the
disease.

Unlike the subcutaneous test, the ophthalmic test may be
repeated, and a positive reaction again obtained within a few days
of the first test. If a positive or doubtful reaction be shortly
followed by the subcutaneous test, the ophthalmic reaction may
recur as the result of the conjunctiva having become sensitized,
while the subcutaneous reaction is not interfered with.

The ophthalmic is not so reliable as the subcutaneous test,
and although a positive reaction may be accepted as indicating
tuberculosis, negative reactions cannot be relied upon as indicat-
ing the absence of the disease.

The ophthalmic and the subcutaneous tests were commonly
employed simultaneously.

INTRADERMO-PALPEBRAL TEST.
CATTLE,
This test, which was introduced by Moussu, consists in the
injection of 2 minims of diluted tuberculin (p. 375) into the skin
of the lower eyelid. The technique is similar to that employed
in the intradermo-palpebral test for glanders in the horse (p, 381).
A positive reaction consists in the development (about twelve
hours after injection) of a voluminous and persistent palpebral
oedema, accompanied by a muco-purulent discharge from the
inner canthus.
The maximum reaction is obtained at about the forty-eighth
hour, after which there is a gradual decline, but four or five days
may elapse before the reaction disappears. In doubtful reactions
the test can be repeated immediately on the other eye, or the
subcutaneous test can be applied as its reaction is not affected
by a previous intradermo-palpebral test.